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Viral hepatitis

Draft resolution proposed by Brazil

The Executive Board,
Having considered the report on viral hepatitis,'

RECOMMENDS to the Sixty-third World Health Assembly the adoption of the following
resolution:

The Sixty-third World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report on viral hepatitis;

Taking into account the fact that some 2000 million people have been infected by
hepatitis B virus and that about 350 million people live with a chronic form of the disease;

Considering that hepatitis C is still not preventable by vaccination and around 30% of
hepatitis C virus infections become a chronic infection;

Considering the seriousness of viral hepatitis as a global public health problem and the
need for advocacy to both governments and populations for action on health promotion, disease
prevention, diagnosis and treatment;

Expressing concern at the lack of progress in the prevention and control of viral hepatitis
in developing countries, in particular in the sub-Saharan African region, due to the lack of
access to affordable treatments as well as an integrated approach to the management of the
disease;

Considering the need for a global approach to all forms of viral hepatitis — with a special
focus on viral hepatitis B and C, which have the higher rates of morbidity;
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Recalling that one route of transmission of hepatitis B and C viruses is parenteral and that
the Health Assembly in resolution WHAZ28.72 on utilization and supply of human blood and
blood products recommended the development of national public services for blood donation
and in resolution WHA58.13 agreed to the establishment of an annual World Blood Donor Day,
and that in both resolutions the Health Assembly recognized the need for safe blood be available
to blood recipients;

Reaffirming resolution WHA45.17 on immunization and vaccine quality which urged
Member States to include hepatitis B vaccines in national immunization programmes,

Considering the need to reduce the liver cancer mortality rates and that viral hepatitides
are responsible for 78% of cases of primary liver cancer,

Considering the collaborative linkages betwesn viral hepatitis and the prevention and
control of infectious diseases like HIV and other related sexually transmitted and bloodborme
infections;

Recognizing the need to reduce incidence to prevent and control viral hepatitis, to
increase access 1o correct diagnosis and to provide appropriate treatment programmes in all
regions;

1.  RESOLVES that 28 July shall be designated as the World Hepatitis Day in order to
provide an opportunity for education and greater understanding of viral hepatitis as a global
public health problem, and to stimulate the strengthening of preventive and control measures of
this disease in Member States;

2. URGES Member States:

(1) to implement and/or improve epidemiological surveillance systems in order to
generate reliable information for guiding prevention and control measures;

(2) to support or enable an integrated and cost-effective approach to the prevention,
control and management of viral hepatitis considering the linkages with associated
coinfection such as HIV through multisectoral collaboration among health and
educational institutions, nongovernmental organizations and civil society, including
measures that strengthen safety and quality and the regulation of blood systems;

(3) to incorporate in their specific contexts the policies, strategies and tools
recommended by WHO in order to define and implement preventive actions, diagnostic
measures and the provision of assistance to the population affected by viral hepalitis;

(4) to strengthen national health systems o effectively address prevention and control
of viral hepatitis through the provision of health promotion and national surveillance,
including tools for prevention, diagnosis and (reatment for viral hepatitis, vaccination,
information, commumication and injection safety;










