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Dear ASHM Members, friends and colleagues, 

We invite you to Brisbane, Queensland, Australia for the Australasian HIV/AIDS
Conference 2009 (21st Annual Conference of the Australasian Society for HIV Medicine)

to be held from Wednesday 9 to Friday 11 September 2009.

Based on feedback from the 2008 ASHM Conference in Perth, the 2009 ASHM Conference
has been renamed as the Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference. This reflects how the
conference has developed to become Australasia’s premier medical-scientific conference
in HIV, viral hepatitis and related diseases and maintains strong National and Regional
attendance. The new name will also assist with promoting the conference and gaining
media attention. 

The theme of the conference this year is “A Lifetime of HIV/AIDS”.  There is now a reasonable
expectation that a person infected with HIV who is monitored carefully and commences
therapy when appropriate may live a near normal lifespan. The theme of “A Lifetime of
HIV/AIDS” provides us with an opportunity to reflect on the lifetime’s experience with this
virus we have endured, while looking to a future of cautious optimism and multi-faceted
holistic care of individuals throughout their lifespan.The conference brings together the
range of disciplines involved in HIV and hepatitis management including: basic science,
clinical medicine, community programs, education, epidemiology, Indigenous health,
international and regional issues, nursing and allied health, policy, primary care, public
health and prevention, and social research.

We are pleased to announce that the Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference 2009 will be run
back-to-back with the 2009 Australasian Sexual Health Conference with one full day of
overlap on Wednesday 9 September.  Special rates will apply to attend both conferences.  

A new abstract submission system is being trialed this year.  This will impact on the
structure of the proffered paper sessions. The conference now offers a broad 
multi-disciplinary program which will be made up of four main themes as listed 
on page 7 of this brochure and on the website.

Short courses will be run for delegates who wish to acquire a basic knowledge of HIV and
HCV management.  We invite you all to participate in the conference whether attending,
presenting, exhibiting or sponsoring. 

Join us at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, and take this opportunity to
explore Brisbane, a city with a vibrant spirit and warm, welcoming Aussie heart.

Levinia Crooks, Chief Executive Officer
Australasian Society for HIV Medicine 
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NATIONAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Convenor: David Harrich
Queensland Institute of Medical Research 

Tony Allworth
Royal Brisbane Women's Hospital - 
Infectious Diseases 

Mark Bebbington
Australasian Society for HIV Medicine 

Gary Boddy
Queensland Health 

Scott Bowden
Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference
Laboratory 

Peter Canavan
National Association of People Living with
HIV/AIDS (NAPWA) 

John Chuah
Gold Coast Sexual Health Clinic

Philip Cunningham
St Vincents Hospital 

Tony Cunningham
Australian Centre for HIV and 
Hepatitis Virology Research 

Tenneth Dalipanda
Oceania Society for Sexual Health and HIV
Medicine (OSSHHM) 

John Dyer
Fremantle Hospital

Jeanne Ellard
National Centre in HIV Social Research 

Carla Gorton
The Dolls House, Cairns Base Hospital 

Jeffrey Grierson
Australian Research Centre in Sex, 
Health and Society (ARCSHS) 

Andrew Grulich
National Centre in HIV Epidemiology 
and Clinical Research (NCHECR)

Fachmi Idris
Indonesian Medical Association (IMA) 

Sexual Health Conference Convenor: 
David Jardine
Princess Alexandra Sexual Health 

Tony Kelleher
St Vincents Hospital 

Mark Kelly
AIDS Medical Unit 

Vickie Knight
Sydney Sexual Health Centre 

Johnson Mak
The Burnet Institute for Medical Research 
and Public Health 

Duc Nguyen 
Australasian Society for HIV Medicine 

Mark Thomas
Adult Infectious Diseases Unit, 
Auckland Hospital

Heather Worth
School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine, University 
of New South Wales (UNSW)

SUMMARY OF DEADLINES
Abstract submission deadline: 22 May 2009 

Scholarship application deadline: 22 May 2009 

Earlybird registration deadline: 3 July 2009 

Accommodation booking deadline: 5 August 2009 

Registration deadline: 27 August 2009 



PROGRAM AT A GLANCE 

A preliminary program outline is below. A more detailed outline will be available soon
with the full conference program expected in July 2009 at

www.hivaidsconference.com.au
The full Sexual Health Conference program will be available at

www.sexualhealthconference.com.au

Wednesday  9 September Thursday  10 September Friday  11 September 

Case Presentation Breakfast 
and Registration

Plenary

Morning Tea, Exhibition 
& Poster Viewing

Concurrent Sessions 

Lunch,  Exhibition & Poster
Viewing

Concurrent Sessions & 
ARV Guidelines Consensus

Discussion

Afternoon Tea, Exhibition &
Poster Viewing

Plenary and Conference 
Closing

Exhibition pack up

Registration

Plenary

Morning Tea, Exhibition 
& Poster Viewing

Concurrent Sessions 

Lunch,  Exhibition & Poster
Viewing

Concurrent Sessions &
ARV Guidelines Consensus 

Discussion

Afternoon Tea, Exhibition &
Poster Viewing

Concurrent Sessions

Poster Viewing Evening

Educational Satellite 
Symposium: Tibotec, division 

of Janssen-Cilag

Free Evening

Registration

Opening Plenary

Morning Tea, Exhibition 
& Poster Viewing Opening

Joint Sessions with Sexual 
Health Conference & Basic

Science Sessions

Lunch,  Exhibition & Poster
Viewing Opening

Joint Sessions with Sexual
Health Conference & Basic

Science Sessions

Afternoon Tea, Exhibition &
Poster Viewing

Joint Sessions with Sexual 
Health & Basic Science

Joint Gala Dinner with Sexual
Health Conference, 
Brisbane City Hall

7.30am 

9.00am

10.30am

11.00am

12.30pm 

1.30pm

3.00pm

3.30pm

5.00pm

5.45pm -
7.30pm

Evening
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INTERNATIONAL INVITED SPEAKERS 

Dr. Judith Auerbach PhD
Vice President, Science & Public Policy, San Francisco AIDS Foundation, USA

Dr. Judith Auerbach is Vice President, Science & Public Policy at the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation. Previously, she served as Vice President, Public Policy and Program Development,
at amfAR, and headed its office in Washington, D.C. Prior to amfAR, Dr. Auerbach served as
Director of the Behavioral and Social Science Program and HIV Prevention Science
Coordinator in the Office of AIDS Research at the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH).  
She also has served as Assistant Director for Social and Behavioral Sciences in the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy, among other positions. Dr. Auerbach received her
Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of California, Berkeley, and has taught, presented, and 
published in the areas of HIV/AIDS, social science and public policy, and sex and gender.  
She has received a number of awards, including the 2008 Career Award from the Sociologists
AIDS Network.

Dr. Mark Connors 
Chief, HIV-Specific Immunity Section, National Institutes of Health, USA

Dr. Connors received his M.D. from Temple University and was trained in pediatrics at Tuft's
New England Medical Center. He joined the Laboratory of Infectious Diseases in 1989 to
study the immune response to respiratory viruses. He was trained in infectious diseases at
the NIH Clinical Center and at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. He joined the
Laboratory of Immunoregulation (LIR) in 1993 to study the human immune response to HIV.  
Dr. Connors has spent the past 15 years studying the basis of immunologic control of HIV in
some rare patients, termed long-term nonprogressors or elite controllers, and loss of
immunologic control in the majority of infected patients. He is now the Chief of the 
HIV-Specific Immunity Section of the LIR.  

His major areas of research are: Cellular immune response to HIV, mechanisms
ofimmunologic control of HIV in rare patients termed long-term nonprogressors or "elite
controllers" and mechanisms of broad cross-neutralization of HIV.

Professor Steven G. Deeks, MD
Professor of Medicine in Residence, University of California, USA

Steven G. Deeks, MD, is a Professor of Medicine in Residence at the University of California,
San Francisco (UCSF) and a faculty member in the Positive Health Program (AIDS Program) 
at San Francisco General Hospital.  He received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley and his medical degree from the UCSF.  He served as 
intern and resident in the Department of Medicine at UCSF, prior to joining the faculty 
of the Department of Medicine in 1993.  He has been engaged in both HIV research and 
clinical care since that time.

Dr. Deeks is a recognized expert of the immunopathogenesis of HIV, and works from a clinical
perspective on identifying how the virus and host interact to cause disease, and how to
translate information learned from such studies into the clinic.  He currently directs a large
research program dedicated to the investigation of the immunopathogenesis of 
antiretroviral-treated HIV infection. Recently, he has expanded his research interests to
include those who rare individuals who are able to control HIV replication in the absence of
therapy. He has published over 150 peer-reviewed articles and editorials on these and 
related topics.  
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In addition to his clinical and translational investigation, Dr. Deeks
maintains a large primary care clinic for HIV infected patients, and is a

member of the Department on Health and Human Services Panel on
Antiretroviral Guidelines for Adults and Adolescents.

Professor Kiat Ruxrungtham 
Deputy Director of the HIV-NAT AIDS Research Collaboration & Professor of

Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
Professor Kiat Ruxrungtham is the Professor of Medicine at Chulalongkorn University, and

the Deputy Director of the HIV-NAT (HIV Netherlands, Australia, Thailand) AIDS Research
Collaboration. He has published over 120 papers in the international literature and has
successfully attracted major research funding from several sources including NIAID NIH.  
He is a member of several government advisory and scientific committees for the Ministry of
Health and Ministry of Education and was the Co-Chair of the Basic Sciences track at the XV
International AIDS Conference in Bangkok. His major interests are HIV/AIDS treatment and
vaccine development.

Dr. Endang R. Sedyaningsih
Senior researcher, National Institute of Health Research and Development, Indonesia
Endang Sedyaningsih is a senior researcher at the National Institute of Health Research and
Development (NIHRD), Jakarta, Indonesia. She was graduated from the Faculty of Medicine,
University of Indonesia, and got her Master's and Doctorate's degree at the Harvard School of
Public Health, Boston, USA. Endang's first works were on HIV/AIDS and STIs in Indonesia. She
wrote a book about female sex workers in Kramat Tunggak, a regulated brothel complex
once existed in Jakarta : Perempuan-perempuan Kramat Tunggak, as well as some related
articles in national and international journals. Endang has also been involved in other
research activities, especially related to Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID), such as Japanese
Encephalitis, and Avian Influenza. To broaden her international experience, in 2001 Endang
worked as a temporary technical advisor in the AIDS Division of the Department of
Communicable Disease Surveillance & Response at the WHO HQ in Geneva. Nationally,
Endang has been involved in several public health efforts, among others, initiating STI
surveys and laboratory works  at NIHRD, joining a field laboratory in Aceh immediately after
the tsunami, leading the influenza-like-illness sentinel surveillance across the country. From
2007 to 2008, she served as the Director of the Center for Biomedical and Pharmaceutical
Research and Development, one of the 6 centers within NIHRD. Currently, Endang is involved
as technical advisor in several research on major infectious diseases in Indonesia, in
collaboration with various international parties. 

Professor Peter Siba
Director, Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research, Papua New Guinea
Professor Siba is the Director of the Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research, PNG’s
leading HIV medical and social research center. He has been with the institute since 1984 and
took up the Directorship in 2006 after serving previously as Deputy and Assistant Director.
Professor Siba is the Principal Investigator on a number of key HIV research projects including
the country’s first study of ART, the acceptability of male circumcision, the nationwide
mapping of HIV and STIs and more recently the monitoring of the PNG-Australia Sexual
Health Improvement Program. Professor Siba is the author of numerous scientific papers
across a number of key health areas affecting Papua New Guineans.
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ASSOCIATED EVENTS
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• Abstract and author details must be submitted online at www.hivaidsconference.com.au
• We encourage submissions on the theme “A Lifetime of HIV/AIDS” and co-infection.
• Abstracts must be prepared according to the guidelines online.
• Deadline for receipt of abstracts is Friday 22 May 2009.
• The HIV/AIDS Conference has changed the abstract submission process for 2009. The

Conference offers a broad multi-disciplinary program which will now be made up of four
main themes. The theme is the heading under which abstracts are presented.  A subtheme
must also then be selected. For more information regarding the themes and subthemes
please visit the website to download detailed instructions.

Theme A: Understanding and identifying HIV: Basic Science, 
Biology and Pathogenesis 
This theme explores fundamentals of HIV and laboratory based research and practice. Areas
of focus include the translation of basic research to clinical and laboratory based practice.

Theme B: Managing HIV: Clinical management and the 
lived experience of HIV 
This theme highlights the clinical management of HIV, through presenting latest research
findings relating to the diagnosis and treatment of HIV and the experience of living with HIV. 

Theme C: Preventing HIV
This theme explores the range of prevention initiatives from behavioural and social research
to biomedical and includes epidemiological and surveillance research aimed at
understanding HIV for prevention purposes.

Theme D: HIV in populations 
This theme examines issues and experiences specific to populations affected by HIV. Papers
submitted for this theme will have a population dimension and will include country specific
sessions which might cover a range of research areas, including social research and also
health and community advocacy.

For a full list of subthemes, please go to the abstract submission page of the
conference website at www.hivaidsconference.com.au 

Gala Conference Dinner 
7.00pm, Wednesday 9 September 2009 
City Hall, Brisbane

Located at the elegant heritage-listed Brisbane City Hall, a three course meal will be served
accompanied by entertainment throughout. The theme of the dinner is ‘Tropical’.
Note: There is limited capacity for this dinner so please book early. Late registrants may not be
able to attend.

Ticket cost: 
Australasian HIV/AIDS & Sexual Health Conference joint registrants: Complimentary
Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference registrants: A$99
Partners/Guests: A$120

ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS 



Poster Viewing Evening
5.00pm – 5.45pm, Thursday 10 September 2009

Great Hall 3-4, Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
Take this opportunity to meet with the poster presenters and discuss their

work as well as catching up with colleagues at this NEW unique event. Drinks
and nibbles will be provided.

Tibotec, division of Janssen-Cilag Educational Satellite Symposium
5.45pm, Thursday 10 September 2009

Further information will be available soon on the conference website.

Case Presentation Breakfast 
7.00am, Friday 11 September 2009
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
Case presentations supported by brief literature reviews and open to audience questions are
presented at an early morning session, during which breakfast will be served. The best Case
Presentation will be awarded a cash prize.

The Case Presentation Breakfast is optional and is not included in any of the registration fees.
Ticket cost: A$22.00 for all registrants.

Antiretroviral Guidelines Consensus Discussion
1.30pm, Thursday 10 and Friday 11 September 2009
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre 
The Consensus Discussion sessions will present new research and promote discussion of the
Antiretroviral Guidelines.

Courses being held by the University of Queensland and ASHM

Course name: Hepatitis C Management Course for Health Care Workers
Date: Sunday 6 September 2009, 9.00am to 5.00pm
Location: Brisbane CBD
Contact: Steve Lambert,  S.lambert@uq.edu.au 07 3365 5045

Course name: Short Course in HIV Medicine
Date: 12 – 14 September 2009, 9.00am to 5.00pm
Location: Brisbane CBD
Contact: Niamh Lynn, niamh.lynn@ashm.org.au, 02 8204 0723 or visit 

www.ashm.org.au/courses    

General Information on Courses

Closing date for registrations is Friday 14 August 2009. There are limited numbers for each course 
so please book early. ASHM runs a series of courses throughout the year in various locations, 
with information available at  www.ashm.org.au/courses.

Prescriber CME points apply to these courses. RACGP QA & CPD, ACRRM and College of Nursing
points are also available.

To register for these courses please visit the ASHM website at www.ashm.org.au/courses or contact
the relevant contact person for each course.
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REGISTRATION DETAILS

BECOMING AN ASHM MEMBER
As part of your registration to the Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference you have the
opportunity to become part of the ASHM membership. In doing so you will join over 1000
existing members and can rely on ASHM to provide you with:

• Trusted advice from peers and fellow members
• Access to the latest training, resources and updates
• Influence in driving policy and standards in the sector
• Scholarships, awards and consulting opportunities

For full details on membership benefits, categories and eligibility please review
www.ashm.org.au/membership. Following your conference registration you will be sent an
additional email containing your ASHM membership application form.

Earlybird +$99 $781 $891 $913
Standard +$99 $891 $1001 $1023
Late +$99 $990 $1100 $1122
Student & +$99 $550 $616 $550
Research 
Assistant
PLWHA/ +$99 $550 $660 $550
People with 
Hepatitis C
Day                                                         on day +$99 $330 $440 $330
Registration                                            registered
Low/Middle +$99 $550 $660 $550
Income 
Countries

Earlybird $1155 n/a $1276
Standard $1276 n/a $1386
Late $1331 n/a $1441
Student & $825 n/a $825
Research 
Assistant
PLWHA/ $825 n/a      $825
People with 
Hepatitis C

Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference ONLY Registration (9 – 11 September)

Welcome
Reception

(Sexual
Health

Conference)

Day Catering
(Monday –

Friday)

Day Catering
(Wednesday

– Friday)

Gala Dinner Poster
Viewing
Evening

Cost  A$  
(Member   

Rate)

Cost A$
(Conference

with new
ASHM

membership)

Cost  A$
(Non-

member
Rate) 

Registration & Payment
Each delegate must register online at
www.hivaidsconference.com.au
Please visit the conference website for
further information about special rates,
payment details, late fees, cancellations &
conditions and acknowledgements.  
The following deadlines apply:
• Earlybird Deadline – Friday 3 July 2009
• Standard Registration Deadline –

Thursday 27 August

Payment must be received before the
specific deadline in order to receive the
nominated rate.

Cancellations made after Wednesday 5
August 2009 will not receive a refund.  
For further information about cancellations
please visit the website or contact the
conference secretariat. 

JOINT Conference Registration (with 2009 Australasian Sexual Health Conference 7 – 9 September)
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

GENERAL INFORMATION 

ASHM is proud to offer a Conference Scholarship Program.  The number of scholarships is
dependent on the funds available in the Scholarship Fund. 

Applicants are required to complete the Scholarship Application Form available to download
from the conference website at www.hivaidsconference.com.au and return it to the conference

secretariat by Friday 22 May 2009. Late applications will be considered but will be assessed 
after applications received by the due date. Incomplete applications may be rejected. Notifications
will be sent out in June 2009 in time for those unsuccessful to register under the early bird rate.
Further information will be available on the conference website.  

Venue
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
Cnr Merivale and Glenelg Streets, South Bank
ph: +61 7 3308 3000
fax: +61 7 3308 3500 

The venue will host the conference sessions,
poster presentations, the breakfast session,
conference day catering and the trade
exhibition. 

Poster Displays
Posters will be displayed, grouped in their
disciplines for the duration of the conference in
Great Hall 3 & 4 of the Brisbane Convention and
Exhibition Centre.

Exhibition
An exhibition will be held in Great Hall 3 & 4 of
the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre. 

The Australasian Sexual Health Conference
exhibition will open on Monday 7 September
2009 at 10.30am and conclude on Wednesday 
9 September 2009 at 5.00pm but will close
briefly at 3.30pm on Tuesday 8 September 2009
to allow the Australasian HIV/AIDS Conference
exhibitors to set up.  

The exhibition will open for the Australasian
HIV/AIDS Conference on Wednesday 9
September 2009 at 10.30am and conclude on
Friday 11 September at 3.30pm.

Disclaimer
The information in this brochure is correct at
the time of printing.  The secretariat reserves
the right to change any aspect of the program
without notice.

Liability/Insurance
In the event of industrial disruptions or natural
disasters the Australasian Society for HIV
Medicine cannot accept responsibility for any
financial or other losses incurred by delegates.
Nor can the Secretariat take responsibility for
injury or damage to property or persons
occurring during the conference or associated
activities. Insurance is the responsibility of the
individual delegate.
IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED YOU PURCHASE
TRAVEL INSURANCE INCLUDING COVERAGE
FOR NONREFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEES

HIV Prescriber CME Points
HIV s100 prescribers who are accredited in
NSW/ACT/VIC/SA will receive 3 HIV CME points
per day for their attendance at the conference.

RACGP/RACP/AChSHM: 
CME & MOPS Points
Application has been made to have attendance
recognised for Quality Assurance & Continuing
Professional Development. If you wish to claim
CME points please ensure you sign the
attendance sheet at the registration desk.
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SECTORAL PARTNERS 

The following organisations support the aims
of the conference and encourage their
members and associates to attend:

Australasian Chapter of Sexual Health
Medicine
Australian Centre in HIV and Hepatitis 
Virology Research
Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations
Australian Haemophilia Foundation
Australian Research Centre in Sex, 
Health and Society
Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases
Family Planning NSW
Heterosexual HIV/AIDS Service (Pozhets)
HIV Consortium for Partnerships in Asia 
and the Pacific

Indonesian Medical Association HIV
Secretariat
Macfarlane Burnet Institute
National Association of People Living 
with HIV/AIDS
National Centre in HIV Epidemiology 
and Clinical Research
National Centre in HIV Social Research
New Zealand AIDS Foundation
Nossal Institute for Global Health
Oceania Society for Sexual Health 
and HIV Medicine
Sexually Transmitted Infections 
Research Centre

There are many other organisations that
contribute to the success of the ASHM
conferences; we appreciate their support.

We recommend you book your accommodation and travel requirements as soon as possible
to secure your preferred option. Special rates have been negotiated with hotels in the area.
For further information on how to reserve a room at the special rates please visit the
accommodation page on the conference website www.hivaidsconference.com.au
Accommodation Booking Deadline – Wednesday 5 August 2009
After this date you may be charged a cancellation fee depending on the hotel policy.  

HOTEL STAR  RATING WALKING DISTANCE   ROOM TYPE ROOM COST
FROM CONVENTION  (room-only,

CENTRE per night) A$

Mantra South 4.5 star 2 minutes Studio Apartment $249
Bank Studio City Views Apartment $269

One Bedroom Apartment $289
Rydges South 4.5 star 1 minute Standard Queen Room $254

Bank Hotel Standard Twin Room $274

Oaks Festival 4.5 star 10-15 minutes One Bedroom Apartment $179
Towers Two Bedroom Apartment $269

Mercure Hotel 4 star 10-15 minutes Superior City View Room $219
Superior River View Room $249

Riverside Hotel 3.5 star 10 minutes Hotel Studio $185
One Bedroom Apartment $230

Ibis Hotel 3 star 10-15 minutes Standard Room $199

For information about travelling to the conference and Brisbane please visit the conference
website www.hivaidsconference.com.au
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MAP OF BRISBANE CITY

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR
SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Major Conference Supporter

Platinum Sponsor                        

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors
Boehringer Ingelheim    • Gilead     • GlaxoSmithKline 


